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Hey Buzzards,   

Believe it or not, the first week of October looks to have temperatures 
near 80 degrees so we aren’t done with summer just yet!  I’m hopeful that 
the weather lasts a couple more weeks so we have great weather for the 
night fly scheduled for the October 8

th
.  It would be even better if the weath-

er held out long enough for us to get another tank event in.   
The October meeting is going to be a busy one.  We’ll discuss some 
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Our Club Meeting will be held October 11
th 

at 6:30 PM at Alfy’s 
Pizza! We also will host the meeting online through Zoom.  Mem-
bers and guests will receive emailed info for the Live  ZOOM ac-
cess.  As always, thank you Alfy’s Pizza so much for the use of your 
room!  The public is invited to all our meetings! 

Program: Builder’s Competition (see page 9) 

       
 President:  Mark Weeks (425) 328-5705   Vice President:   Paul Dibble (425)  359-1808 
 
 Secretary:  Steve Higgins  (206) 790-5840  Treasurer:   Dart Sharp  (425) 923-6989  
 
 Safety Officer:  Jason Milsom (425) 328-5705  Webmaster:  Mark Weeks (425) 328-5705  
     
        Field:  Mark Weeks & volunteers (425) 328-5705       Newsletter Editor:  Ron Swift  (425) 788-6045 
      

 

Club Officers and Contacts 

September 13th Meeting Minutes — Steve Higgins 

Promoting the building and operation of radio controlled models, 
and the public acceptance and good will towards the sport/hobby. 
Our main goal is to have fun and enjoy the challenge of safely 
flying radio control models. 

 
President Mark Weeks called the meeting to order September  13th @ 

6:30pm 
Introduction of Officers and Guests: 
We had 11 Members and no guests and two others later joined via 

Zoom. 
President – Mark Weeks 

Continued on page 2) 
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wants and wishes for the field and talk over some 
plans going into 2023. The Board went over the by-
laws and have made a couple of corrections and clar-
ifications that we will discuss.  The 2023 Budget will 
be presented for discussion and hopefully ratification.  
We will also talk about some of the projects that we 
have finished this year and start thinking about next 
year’s events and projects.   

The Builder’s contest is also on the agenda for the 
October meeting so make sure to get your build fin-
ished and a little information as to what you did to 
make it special and any other things you would like 
the membership to know about it.  

(President’s Message  continued from page 1) October will also open up the nominations 
for the 2023 Executive Board. AS ALWAYS, 
ALL positions are open for nominations. If you 
have an interest in serving, please throw your 
hat in the ring.  

I hope to see 
everyone both at 
the meeting and 
at the field. 

Mark 
 

Vice President – Paul Dibble 
Secretary – Steve Higgins 
Treasurer – Dart Sharp 
Safety Officer – Jason Milsom 
  
Minutes from June Meeting approval: 
Change Jim Stewart brought in a small RC glider – 

not a free flight plane as originally reported! 
Motion was made, 2nd and passed to accept 

minutes as now edited. 
  
OFFICER REPORTS: 
   President:  Charity Auction - Ron Swift did a great 

job of setting up, and managing the Auction… 
  Vice-president: So, we had a Heli Fun Fly… 4 pi-

lots.   Not as hot as last year.  Lots of fun! 
  Secretary:  52 Members in good standing.   One 

member within 21 days of expiring AMA… 
 Treasurer - Money is good… We do have some 

gravel expenses coming up and some field improve-
ments that we will be working on in the coming 
months. [Asked Ron Swift to take the check to the Sky 
Valley Food Bank.  Ron agreed.] 

  Safety Officer - No reported accidents.   Last 
weekend we had a flier going over the car track, that 
was addressed and corrected. 

  Field Manager -  Honey Buckets were emptied to-
day (Sept 13th), please only use the new one as we 
are going to move the old one up to the top of the hill.   
Michael offered a lock that we could use to lock up the 
honey buckets, so nobody uses them. 

  Newsletter Editor - Ron brought copies of the Sep-
tember newsletter.   Please be sure to send Ron and 
Mark pictures so we can publish them on the website 
and in newsletter. 

  
 

(Continued from page 1) OLD BUSINESS:   
None brought up. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Was more or less announcements: 
  
Thanks to Michael C for grabbing and taking 

the broken chairs and field garbage to the 
dump!   Michael asked that the garbage piles 
be consolidated to just one pile. 

Outer field is cut. We will see if it needs an-
other trimming before winter.  South end is still 
a work in progress.   Mark is going to try to 
form a road from the top of the car track down 
to the bottom.   

  
Gravel and dirt work is happening in the 

next couple of weeks.   We are putting in grav-
el and dirt to raise the area, because it can get 
wet around the container. Lenny will take the 
berm down and level that area so we can com-
plete the turnaround near the container. Lenny 
will be out Sunday to do some work on the 
berm. 

The board is meeting next week to work on 
by-law updates.   If you have any proposed 
changes, please let them know before Tues-
day night!   There were a couple of things like 
voting for board members and having two 
members refer new members to the club that 
are on the list to change. 

Tarps will come down at the end of October 
unless the winds pick up before then. 

Need a couple of volunteers to brush whack 
boats area before the boats and floats event 
coming up.   Ron asked about this, and Mark 

(Continued on page 3) 
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will check with Bryan.   Ron has a recovery barge 
that he said he will bring out. 

Auction:  The Auction raised $450.00 that was 
donated to the Sky Valley Food Bank.   There 
wasn’t as much as in past years.    There were 
items from the estates of Ron Stout and John Ren-
nert and loads of other donations, too.  We wanted 
to do this prior to the swap meet at the end of Oc-
tober 28&29 [see https://expofallswap.com/ ]. 

Next month is time for Board nominations. So, 
keep this in mind. 

Mowing schedule is online, please sign up if you 
can. 

We went over the upcoming events: Builders 
Contest, Boats and Floats, and Night Fly… See 
our event list on page 9. 

Jason wants to do a tank event. It was suggest-
ed that we do it on October 8th on  the Night Fly 
day or the last weekend of September.  Stand by. 

Flying Event  Winners: 
Combat: 1st Dean    2nd Mark     3rd Steve 
Heli: 1st  Dart     2nd  Steve    3rd  Jay 

(Continued from page 2) Events this year have been a little spotty in 
terms of attendance. They are a lot of fun. You 
should come out and check them out.  If you have 
any suggestions on how to get more members at 
these events please let the board know. [We had 
some suggestions.] 

  

SHOW AND TELL: 
 None. 
  

Announcements/Discussions/Info Sharing. 
No additions 
  

PROGRAM: 
[Some discussion was held about the auction, 

bargains, upcoming swap 
meet at the Fairgrounds.] 

  

ADJOURNMENT:Motion 
was made 2nd and passed  
adjourning the meeting @ 
7:27pm. 

By Ron 
Swift 

Hi guys, 
The bidding on items in our Annual Charity Auction was fast and 
furious. Many thanks to those who donated items for the auction 
including the estates of John Rennert and Ron Stout .  Those who 
attended mentioned that the event was fun and that we had many 
quality items. Unfortunately there were no photos to share of our 
auction.  We did quite well again this year. 
The $450.00 obtained from the auction was given to Kristi Wilson  
from Sky Valley Food Bank on September 23. 

John Rennert (left) and Ron Stout (right) 

https://expofallswap.com
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Wow, what an event!  With rescue barges, submarines, speedboats, floatplanes, troop carriers, 
rowboats, sailboats and more, there were a lot of models to see.  The event started at around 9:30. 
Jason and Michael cleaned up the weeds and made the sites great. There were models that were 
shared so guys could experience a variety of water based  activities.  It sure was handy that Brian 
Douma brought his rowboat to rescue models.  Ron even pushed the rowboat with his barge! 
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MiniQuad 
‘Racing Secrets 

Hey Guys… 
There is an easy sign-up application on our website to reserve your place for helping to mow the field.  
There are 52 weeks in the year and 52 members.  We really don’t have to mow every week, but sign-
ing up would help.  I have been told that only two—yes 2 member have signed up this year.  The task 
does NOT involve any mowing of the tank and car tracks.  So the task is easier and can be done in a 
couple of hours or less if you have a buddy helping out.  Mark has mentioned that if you need help in 
figuring out the tractors, weed whackers, or  the field maintenance equipment (the machete is tricky!) 
review and demonstrations are available.  Sign up and feel better about yourself.  Even Ron at 71 
years old signed up!  It can be tough moving the chairs and tables so a good job can be done, but it is 
possible and easier with a little help from friends.  Rick ended up doing most of the work! 
Also, Jason and Michael did all of the week whacking at Lake Hughes for our Boats & Floats event! 
Thank you, guys! 
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I randomly asked several Buzzards if they knew 
what their aircraft would do if they shut off the trans-
mitter while the motor was running.  Surprisingly the 
large majority have no idea. I'm not suggesting you try 
this while in flight but this is something you need to 
test while the aircraft is secured on a bench.  

If set correctly your radios failsafe system should 
stop the engine (electric or gas/glow) as soon as sig-
nal is lost.  Most radios have the default failsafe setting 
set to "hold" a position when signal is lost, meaning 
wherever the controls were is how they will stay until 
signal is re-established. Some radios and ESC's will 
stop the engine if signal is lost but you still need to 
check this function.  Some radios require you to re-
bind the receiver if you reverse the throttle channel, 
otherwise the failsafe will go the wrong way causing 
full throttle instead of no throttle when signal is lost. 

There are many conditions that can occur 
where you lose signal. Be sure you understand 
how the failsafe works on your particular setup 
and make absolutely certain to test it!! 

With the model secured on a bench or safe 
area, possibly with propellers or blades re-
moved depending on circumstances, perhaps 
with an assistant to help 
hold the model still, run 
the engine up and move 
the controls then turn 
the transmitter off. The 
motor should stop and 
flight controls move to 
neutral or safest posi-
tion. If not.... you are not 
ready to fly it. 

 

By Jason Milsom 

 

If you have built any model that survived, bring it to our club meeting October 11th.  If you have a 
model that has never been in the builder’s competition, you can bring it.  The idea is to share build-
ing challenges and solutions and share some quality models.  Even ARFs and drones can be en-
tered, including boats and other stuff, even buildings for the tank track, etc. 
Yep, some high quality prizes await those who have something unique, like modified landing gear, 
lights, tracks, decals, Whatever, please bring it - even if the mods didn’t work out as expected. 
Yep, this will be a lot of fun and a learning experience 
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2022 

Annual Full Member is $90.00 a year. 
Additional Family Member is $45.00/yr. 
Student Membership is $25.00 a year. 
Dues are due by the end of the March 
club meeting. 
 
 

Please send your check and a copy of 
your current AMA Membership to: 
 

Steve Higgins  (Club Secretary) 
20330 10th Ave W 
Lynnwood, WA  90262 
Steve@surrette.com 
 
Thank you for your interest in RC. 

FCC License # 
 

___________ 
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Upcoming Meetings  
 

Meetings begin at 6:30 PM 
 

Our next club meeting is 
Tuesday, October 11th at 
6:30 pm at Alfy’s Pizza on 
Route 2 in Monroe. Also we’ll 
have  a ZOOM Meeting so 
you can use your PC/Laptop,  
tablet, cell or telephone to  
attend!  Please contact Steve 
Higgins (206) 790-5840 /   
steve@surrette.com for info 
to  use the ZOOM access.  A 
new way to attend our fun 
and creative meetings.  Make 
sure to stay for the program! 

Our club is dedicated to the safe pursuit and ad-
vancement of model aviation.  We offer all mem-
bers free lessons to learn how to build models and 
to fly them. If you should have any questions 
about the club, flight instruction or membership 
requirements, call any of the club officers or the 
instructors. We have a safety checklist available.  
 

Current Flight Instructors: 
Dart Sharp   (425) 923-6989  
Paul Dibble  (425) 359-1808 
 

Camp Edward and the Hanner’s Memorial Field are located north of Mon-
roe, Washington in Snohomish County.  The most common route is from 
Highway 2 in Monroe near Albertson’s. Turn north onto Woods Creek 
Road.  As you travel north on Woods Creek Road, it will come to a Y in-
tersection, stay to the right (Yeager Rd). 
 If you go the left as shown by MapQuest,  make sure you take the 
next right to stay on Woods Creek Road.   Then stay to the left at the in-
tersection where Yeager rejoins Woods Creek Road, be careful as on-
coming traffic does not stop. 
Yeager will rejoin Woods Creek Road at a 4-way intersection.  Stay 
straight-ish, not a hard right, be careful as oncoming traffic does not 
stop.  In a few miles you will pass the entrance to Camp Pigott.  Keep go-
ing. Turn right at the "T" intersection at Lake Roesiger Road.  At the next 
"Y" intersection, stay right, staying on South Lake Roesiger Road.  Turn 
right at Monroe Camp Road, (Lake Roesiger Store will be on the left).  In 
about a mile, the road will fork again, stay straight.  After a short distance 
you will see our club sign and our gate.  Our parking is past the gate on 
the right.  It seems complicated, but once you come out, you’ll see it is an 
easy drive.... 

25600 Monroe Camp Road, Snohomish, WA  

Best advice—buy and use a flight simulator, then find an in-
structor who will advise what to buy, how to build, and fly. 
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HobbyTown USA 
 

1130 SE Everett Mall Way, Suite F 
Everett, WA 98208 
 
Phone:  (425) 355-8086 
Fax:  (425) 355-8078 

Next meeting: Tuesday, October 11th 6:30 PM at 
Alfy’s Pizza in Monroe on RT 2  
Program:  Builder’s Competition (see page 9) 

Barnyard Buzzards 

Model Airplane Club 

16325 315th Ave. NE 

Duvall, WA 98019 

Club Jackets, T-shirts, Hats,  & Vinyl Letters 

 

HobbyTown USA 
 

16421 Cleveland St, Redmond, WA 
98052 
 

Phone:   
(425) 558-0312 

Expo Fall Swap—October 28 & 29, 2022. 
Please visit our website for more information. 

http://www.expofallswap.com  
RC Goodies of all kinds. NEW EVENT!  

http://www.expofallswap.com

